
Hello Neighbors, 

June is the month we honor Dads and Grads!  Best wishes to all Mountain View graduates; may 
your future be as boundless as your dreams.  We all rejoice at your achievements in whatever 
field of endeavor you choose.  We applaud your success, and we offer a hand should you have 
any struggles. 

Father’s day is a day to reflect on the legacy and gifts you bring to your family.  May you be 
honored by those who surround you. 

This Memorial Day, please take a moment to give thanks for this Great Country, in which we 
live, and the soldiers who gave their lives for us to be free. 

Almshouse’s bridge is finished and the road is opened. 

Finally, this is the last newsletter until September.  I hope to see everyone at our fall social 
events.  Please drive slowly and carefully throughout our neighborhood. 

Blessings to all, 

Kathleen Mittura  

Message from the President 
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I N T E R E S T :  

 Nuclear Power 

 Mountain View 
Deed Restrictions 

 Tech Tips 

 MVRA Grads 

There has been a lot of talk about trash service in the neighborhood. There are many options 
and many opinions...and I’m going to do my best to tackle them both. I researched four 
different trash collectors and put together the pricing for trash collection as well as 
construction dumpsters. As far as opinions, enter BigTent. There is a new forum on BigTent 
for local contractors (similar to Angie’s List). Just log onto BigTent and share your opinion with 
everyone (if you want to create a conversation about other contractors - ie. Landscaping, 
Carpenters,  - you can do that too). I will moderate the forum to make sure the comments 
stay constructive and relevant. 

Refuse to Pay Too Much for Refuse by Josh Curtis 

(continued on page 4) 

J U N E  2 0 1 1  V O L U M E  2 5 ,  I S S U E  7  

New Newsletter Logo 
If you like the new logo at the top like I do, then give a special thanks to Geno Simonetti. He 
took a lot of time and talent to help spruce up the newsletter...great job! 
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MVRA Board Meeting - May 12, 2011 

M O U N T A I N  V I E W S  

Attendees: Attendees: Kathleen Mittura, John Palladino, Kathy Vantine, Joann Herling,  Carole Jones, Tony Gutierrez, Diane Keener, Terri Porter, 
Kathy Ochal, Josh Curtis,  Bob Tally, John Tomlinson, Don Albright, Rob CHioffe, Hillary Harris, Michael Riotto, Phyllis McCabe, Carol McShane, 
Lynn McLaughlin  

— Meeting was called to order by Kathleen Mittura at 8:09PM.— 

Welcome:  
 Kathleen thanked the Tomlinson family for hosting tonight’s board meeting. 
 Attendee Introductions 
 Kathleen announced the new social committee chair as Carol McShane 

Minutes -  April minutes were reviewed and approved.  

Treasurer’s Report - John Palladino 

 Income = $170 
 Expenses = $304.26 
 Balance = $5259.78 
 M&T refunded ½ of the bank fees ($51) in May 
 I person donated $15 for entrance fees 

Newsletter - Josh Curtis 

 Kathleen thanked Josh for great job on the newsletter 
 Deadline for June newsletter in May 24th 
 Kathleen asked for the group to provide relevant articles to the newsletter (eg restaurant reviews etc) 

Social - Carol McShane reported 

 Extreme Games – Requesting $250 for this event.  Approved by board (21 signed up for this event) 
 Easter egg hunt was attended by 20 people.  Due to the rain, it was held in the garage!  John T to provide 

pictures for newsletter 
 Charity garage sale from 8 to 12 this Saturday, May 14th. 
 Social committee meeting May 17th at Karen Romas’ house.  This meeting will cover activities through Sept. 
 Golf outing in the fall – Sept 2nd 

Membership - Terri Porter 

 4 interviews to be completed with new neighbors   
 Rancher on Buckingham sold (2124) $417, 000 
 Jericho Drive new neighbors.  Assumption is that the house is sold 

Old Business - None 
New Business - 

 Phyllis mentioned trash on Almshouse road.  Suggestion that we put a committee together to clean it up.  
Will be taken into consideration.  It is a state road, so it was suggested to contact the state first. 

 Concern about a hole in street that can be a safety concern.  Township was notified.  John P to follow up. 
 Kathy Ochal will step down as secretary as of the end of this year due to increased travel. The board will 

need to recruit someone to take on this position. 
 Sunshine club:  Families in the neighborhood not being recognized for losses or challenging circumstances.  

There should be a general blurb in the newsletter about availability of the sunshine club. 
 Concerns about whether we are aware of all neighbor situations. 
 Contact board member with info on sunshine needs. 
 No new news about the police regionalization 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:53PM 

The next MVRA meeting will be at the Albright’s house on Thursday, June 9th @ 8pm.   

—Respectfully submitted by Kathy Ochal-Thompson, Recording Secretary— 
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Four local contractors are compared:  G&C, ChestMont, Allied Waste, and Waste Management. The 
numbers come from talking with each company; no special offerings or inside deals and no negotiation. 
After comparing the prices and service offerings of each, I found G&C to be the clear winner. But don’t 
trust me, take a look at the chart below to see how each company compares for your own needs. 

While the numbers on the right are concrete, service and opinions are not. I hope that everyone will share 
their experiences (good and bad) with the neighborhood through BigTent. 

Refuse to Pay Too Much for Refuse  (continued from Page 1) 

Service G&C ChestMont Allied Waste Waste Mgnt 

2x/week  $25.00   N/A   $29.98   $34.80  

1x/week  $23.00   $29.98   $24.95   $32.25  

Surcharges N/A  N/A  N/A   $8.33  

Avg Yearly 
Cost 

$300 $390  $360  $554  

Trash 96ga + 4 bags  96ga + ∞ bags  96ga + 3 bags 96ga + 15 bags 

Bulk  1/wk   1/wk   1/wk   1/wk  

Recycle  Free   $2.50/mo (*)   Free   $3.00/mo (*)  

Yard Waste  Yes   6 bags   5 bags   Yes  

 * Includes recycle bank program, earn points per pound of recycled material    

Dumpsters Fees         

Delivery $180 + $70/ton (**) $250 + $70/ton (**) $213 + $75/ton (***)  Call for Pricing  

 ** based on usage, not dumpster size     

 *** need to buy 2.5, 3.0, or 4.0 ton dumpster      
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Welcome New Neighbors by Terri Porter 
Mountain View would like to welcome the Vira family to our neighborhood!  John and Marci Vira moved into 1964 
Buckingham Drive earlier this past month with their two children, Nicolette, a junior at CB South and John, a 5th 
grader at Jamison Elementary. 

John and Marci moved a short distance from Bristol Road in Warrington to 
live in Mountain View.  They chose Mountain View because of its 
“neighborhood” feeling and its close proximity to Jamison Elementary and 
CB South so John and Nicolette would not have to change schools. 

John and Marci are both chiropractors. John graduated from Stonybrook 
University in New York and operates his own business, Active 
Rehabilitation Group, located in Southampton.  Marci graduated from New 
York Chiropractic College in the Finger Lakes region and is a Rehabilitation Specialist.  She works for their business 
part-time.  When John and Marci are not working, they enjoy many outdoor activities such as biking along the 
Delaware Canal, soaking up the rays at the area beaches, and visiting and tasting wines at the many local wineries in our 
area.  John is also an avid gardener with some landscape design talents!  He has expressed an interest in assisting our 
gardening group with the entrances, which would be much appreciated! 

Nicolette is very busily involved with CB South’s theater productions.  She plans to attend 
Professional Make-Up School for Theater in New York City upon graduation from High School 
next year.  John loves being part of the Mountain View community.  He plays for the Warrington 
Warriors Football Team where he assumes a “safety” position.  He loves to play X-Box with his 
old neighborhood friends, and now with his new neighborhood friends as well.  He looks 
forward to the many activities Mountain View offers to families…such as the upcoming “Extreme 
Games!” The Vira family is very excited about living in Mountain View.  They have joined our 
association and look forward to participating in our Mountain View events! 

John and Marci have requested that our neighborhood be on the look-out for two things that are 
very dear to them that went missing on the day(s) they moved into our neighborhood.  The first 
is their CAT.  Their cat made the move with them, but disappeared soon after.  The cat is gray 
with black strips.  It has a white chest and white socks.  If you have seen the cat around, please 

contact the Vira family immediately.  The other was an authentic NY City fire hydrant – yes, a real fire hydrant – that 
was at the base of their driveway and went missing during the move.  The hydrant is black with a silver top and is 
clearly marked—New York City.  The hydrant holds many dear memories for the family and they would very much 
like to have it back.   Please call them if you have any information on its whereabouts. 

Please welcome the Vira family by calling them at 215-343-2601 or e-mail them at mjvira2k@hotmail.com. 

Please include the Vira family information in your Mountain View directory! 

MVRA Sunshine Committee by Josh Curtis 
The Sunshine Committee sends cards (get well, sympathy, etc) to our neighbors in 
need. If you are aware of a situation in the neighborhood please contact Dot Barbera 
(dbarbera925@comcast.net) and let her know what is going. We live in a wonderful 
community where everyone is more than happy to pitch in to mow a lawn, mend a 
fence, or make a meal, but we need you to make us aware of these needs first. 
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Schedule of Events 

 June 3 - Kids Night Out Laua 

Time: 5-9pm 
Where: Community Room 

 June 6 & 20 - Warwick Board of 

Supervisors Meeting 

Time: 7pm 
Where: Main Meeting Room 

 June 9 - MVRA Meeting hosted by 

the Albright’s. 

Time: 8pm 

Where: 1940 Buckingham Drive 

 June 12 - Computer recycling pro-

gram at Upper Bucks Vo-Tech 

(3115 Ridge Road). 

 June 13 - Warwick Planning Meeting 

Time: 7pm 

Where: Main Meeting Room 

 

M O U N T A I N  V I E W S  

JUNE 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 
Kid’s 
Luau 

4 

5 6 
Warwick 
Board 

7 8 9 
MVRA 

10 11 

12 
Computer 
Recycle 

13 
Wawick 
Planning 

14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 
Warwick 
Board 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   



Get Ready for Extreme Games by Valerie Haenn 
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The annual Extreme Games will take place Friday, June 3rd at 6:00PM (participants should arrive at 5:45). 
All participants must be between the ages of 3-12 and are encouraged to wear sneakers! As always, 

Teenage Helpers are needed (and will receive community 

hours). Pizza and refreshments will be served. 

RSVP to Val & Tom Haenn 

2188 Cambridge Circle 

(215) 918-2737 

— COMING EVENTS — 

Mountain View's annual yard sale 
was another huge success.  Once 
again, our community was very 
generous with their donations. 
We had everything from baby toys 
to antiques.  Because of this, we 
made approximately  $800!  This 
year, the money will be donated 

to the Jake Darreff Legacy Founda-
tion.  This charity benefits area 
children that have been afflicted 
with a form of childhood can-
cer.  The Darreff's hope is to bring 
awareness of this disease and the 
burden that it places on the fami-
lies of these children. 
      A special thank you goes out 
to Christina and Doug Davidson 
for hosting this special event year 
after year.  We also had a lot of 
helping hands to prepare for and 
work the sale.  Thank you Carol 
McShane, Tricia Murray, Sue Nun-
namaker, Charlene Meachem, 
Leticia Matich, Lynn McLaughlin, 

Kathy Gutierrez, Felicia Gutierrez, 
Gabby Gutierrez, MaryPat 
Mosher, Jen Hansel,Ann Albright, 
Marybeth Brandt, Deneen Gulle, 
and everyone's family mem-
bers for making it happen! 

MVRA Annual Yard Sale  by Sue Martin 

CONGRADULATIONS 
 

Douglas A. Schmidt is graduating summa cum laude from Central Bucks 

South High School.  He served as class secretary for four years, and on the 

Archdiocesan Youth Advisory Board.  Doug will be attending Carnegie 

Mellon University's Institute of Technology studying Engineering.  Go 

Tartans!  
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“Evening Under The Stars” 
MVRA Fundraiser 

Benefitting The Jake Darreff Legacy 
Saturday, September 10, 2011 

7:00 p.m. 
2375 Jericho Dr. 

Please join us on Saturday, September 10, 2011 for an elegant evening of cocktails and butlered hor d’oerves, at the home of 
Chris and Karen Romas, 2375 Jericho Drive.  This is a night filled with exceptional food, drinks, and chances to win raffle 
baskets filled with incredible donations from our community.  Do not miss this opportunity to make a tremendous difference to 
a family in need. 
 
The cost of the evening is $35.00 a person.  With the additional purchase of tickets, you could win one of the already donated 
baskets:  Burpee gift basket, John McShane Auto Body, Tre Fratelli restaurant, Two Ladies Catering, and much more!  Last 
year we had over 40 raffled baskets! 

Jake Darreff Legacy 

Benefiting Childhood Cancer 
 

Jake Darreff was only three years old when he lost his battle with a rare form of children’s leukemia.  At only two years of 
age, Jake showed determination and hope for a new day where he could play with his friends and family, a day that never 
came.  It is in his memory that his family established The Jake Darreff Legacy to benefit local children that have been afflicted 
with some form of childhood cancer.  The foundation’s goal is to provide emotional and financial support to the families of 
these children.  PLEASE join us in this effort to bring some LOVE, HOPE AND CARING to a special family in our 
community. 
 
If you would like to attend this event, please return this completed form to: 

MaryBeth Brandt 
2114 Sturbridge Dr 
Jamison, Pa 18929 

Name:___________________________________________             Phone number:______________________         

 

Address:________________________________         E-Mail:________________________________________ 

 

$35.00 Per Person         Number of people attending   _______     TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:_____________ 

                                                      Please make checks out to MVRA 

If you would like to make a donation to the raffle baskets from your business or organization, please contact: 

Karen Romas at 215-491-5340 or karenromas@comcast.net 

This event and the form can be download at BigTent! 
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Bucks County Trout Unlimited by Doug McCabe 

The Bucks County chapter of Trout Unlimited was presented the Bowman’s Hill Wild-
flower Reserve annual Land Ethic Award at the Buckingham Township Supervisors meet-
ing this evening.  The award is presented to the organization that “has made significant 
contribution to the promotion of native plants and have established a strong land ethic 
while promoting sustainable design that protects the environment.” 
 BCTU was recognized for their work on Watsons Creek that flows through the 
Lindquist Farm in Buckingham off Route 263.  Watsons Creek is one of five watersheds 
in Bucks County (the only one located in the southern half) that supports a population of 
wild trout.  The project involved the removal of a small irrigation dam, 500’ of creek 
bank regrading, the installation of root balls, and the planting of over 1,200 native trees 
and shrubs.  The project began in 2009 and was completed in 2010.  There is ongoing 

maintenance of the project, and an ongoing temperature monitoring program.  The project was accom-
plished by a grant from the PA Fish and Wildlife Department, generous donations of equipment by Ransome 
Cat, hundreds of volunteer man hours and engineering provided by Princeton Hydro of Ringos, NJ. 
 For more information visit the Bucks County TU website www.BCTU.org,  the Bowman’s Hill Wild-
flower Preservation website  www.bhwp.org, or Doug McCabe at dmcabe66@comcast.net. 

Click It or Ticket Day & Night 
Every day, 64 Americans lose their lives in traffic 
crashes.  That number would be much greater if not for 
seat belts, which can increase the chance of survival in a 
crash by at least 50 percent.  Buckling up is a quick and easy 
way to stay safe when traveling and it’s the law in Pennsyl-
vania.  Anyone stopped and cited for a traffic violation re-
ceives a second citation if not wearing a seat belt. 

  
The most dangerous part of the day for citizens is the time 
they spend in their vehicle, with a crash occurring every five 
seconds, property damage occurring every seven seconds, 
an injury occurring every 10 seconds, and a motor-vehicle 
fatality occurring every 12 minutes.   

  
The 2011 Click It or Ticket Mobilization will run from May 
23-June 12, to kick off the summer travel season.  During 
this time, police throughout the state will increase traffic 
enforcement and education efforts, using grant funding from 
PennDOT.   Pennsylvania law enforcement reminds every-
one to “Click It or Ticket” – two tickets, two fines.  Please 
visit www.drivesafepa.org for more information about seat 
belt safety.  



Tech Tips & Tricks - Mouse Tips by Josh Curtis 
Most people don’t take full advantage of their computer 
mouse. Below are some mouse tips that will help you 
better utilize your mouse and speed things up (Warning - 
Hand-eye coordination needed for some of the tips!). 

1. Double and triple click - Double-click a word in a 
paragraph to select the entire word. Trip click ANY 
work in a paragraph to select the entire paragraph. 

2. Right-Clicking - This is by far the most under utilized 
button on a computer. If you highlight text or a file, 
right-click that highlighted item to copy it and then right
-click anywhere to paste it. You can also get the 
properties of a file or object by right-clicking on that 
object and selecting properties.  

3. Mouse Side Buttons - Most computer mice have a 
left and right side button. While browsing the internet, 
you can use left button to back to the previous page 
and the right button to forward to the next page (only 
works if you used the back key, it cannot predict the 
next page). 

4. Scroll Wheel - The scroll wheel does so much more 
than scroll the window up and down: 

 The wheel itself is a button. Pushing down on the wheel 
is akin to clicking the left mouse button. 

Typical NAS 

 Quick Zoom - You can quickly zoom in and out of 
your web pages, emails, etc. by holding the CTRL 
key while scrolling up (in) and down (out)...give it a 
try! 

5. Shift-Clicking - If you working on email or a word 
file, then shift-clicking is a must. Shift-clicking allows 
you to easily select a large selection. Simply click at 
the beginning of your selection, then hold shift and 
click at the end your selection...voila...everything in 
between is selected. This also works with files/icons; 
select the first icon and shift-click the last icon to 
highlight everything in between. 

6. Control-Clicking - Similar to shift-clicking, control-
clicking allows is an invaluable tool when working 
with files/icons. If you hold down control while 
clicking, you can select multiple files/icons, one at 
time. This is useful when your selection is not all 
together (if it were together, you would use shift-
click). Although not as useful, control-clicking also 
works with words in an email, word document, etc. 

7. Control & Shift Clicking - This is where you need 
some hand-eye coordination. Too hard to explain 
with words, so give it a try and see what you can do. 
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