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Welcome by Carol McShane
Dear Mountain View Residents,
Spring is here; I just love waking up to the sound of birds chirping and beautiful
mornings in Mountain View. I’m looking forward to seeing neighbors out in their
yards again working and playing.
The MVRA Easter Egg Hunt is approaching! We look forward to seeing the little
one’s search high and low for their eggs once again this year! Thank you to John
and Carla Tomlinson for hosting the egg hunt and making it such a fun day for the
kids.
Our Mountain View Association has been contacted by the Warwick Fire
Company to help in their fundraising efforts for their NEW FIRE HOUSE.
Inside the newsletter you will find details regarding the new fire house; including
the why, when and ARE WE SAFE NOW! It is such a piece of mind knowing
that we have such support of volunteers in the event of our homes catching on
fire.
Not only does the fire house provide us peace of mind! They have been so
supportive of our families during the holidays and Fire prevention week. They
have always opened up their house to the children with moon bounces, fire truck
rides, Santa, cookies and crafts and much much more!
(continued on page 3)

Middle-School Changes Leave Central Bucks Community Feeling Duped
By Leslie Carson (taken from phillyBurbs.com Thu Mar 22, 2012)

Central Bucks School District stakeholders feel duped by administrators and
school board members due to a recently approved middle-school schedule
change.
The Central Bucks School District, like most school districts in the state, is in a
financial pickle — a big, sour one. Pennsylvania has reduced its contribution to the
district by millions of dollars, while at the same time continuing to make it illegal
to lay off teachers for economic reasons. Salaries and benefits remain the biggest
(continued on page 5)
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MVRA Board Meeting - March 8, 2012

Attendees: Kathleen Mittura, Phyllis McCabe, Rick Renz, Hilary Harris, John Palladino, Joe Jewusiak, Kathy Vantine, Kathy Rogers, Josh Curtis,
Doug Davidson, Mike Riotto, Terri Porter, Diane Keener, Carole Jones

— Meeting was called to order by Kathleen Mittura at 8:10PM.—
Welcome: Kathleen thanked the Vantine family for hosting
Minutes - February 2012 minutes were reviewed and approved.
Treasurer’s Report - Rick Renz




Income = $2120
Expenses = $90
Ending Balance = $5978

Newsletter - Josh Curtis
 Board approved closing Big Tent
 Board approved opening MVRA Website (www.mvranews.com)
 Newletters will be mailed monthly
 Deadline for March Newsletter Mar.27th
 Board approved printing children’s birthday greetings in 2013 newsletter
 2012 Directory is still in process-April printing
Membership - Terri Porter
 113 Families
 2 homes currently for sale in Mountain View
Social  Game night – March 2nd, Easter egg hunt, Trout unlimited
 Request for money for game night – need formal request; can be done by email - need more info, final
amount will be determined upon formal request.
Old Business  Thank you from Riotto family
 Waiting Peco’s response for interest in running gas line in Mt. View
 Phyllis McCabe to organize trash pickup
 Republic Waste Service offering $ 66/Qtr. twice weekly trash pickup
New Business  Thank you to anonymous donor for $ 100.00 to maintain entrances
 Warwick Fire Dept. seeks support to raise $ 2,000,000 for new building to meet code. How can our
neighborhood help? Social committee to address ideas.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:14PM
The next MVRA meeting will be at the Roger’s house on Thursday, April 12th @ 8pm.

MVRA Contractor Approved...by Hillary Harris
If your looking for a general contractor that does great
work and is reliable call Bob Yates. Besides working for us,
Bob Yates has also worked with the Renz's , Palladino's ,
Gundies' and Vantines'.
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by Carol McShane (continued from page 1)

Here at Mountain View they have been even more supportive! They have always graciously come
out for our MVRA Halloween Parade for the last couple of years. I can’t tell you how much the
children light up when they see that truck arrive and follow the sirens for their parade walk! This
event has grown, bringing out families, grandparents, children and NEW neighbors; all thanks due to
the Warwick Fire Truck and their VOLUNTEERS!
Please take the time to review the insert and their brochure which will be mailed in June or July
regarding their “New Fire House” and help Mountain View show our thanks by supporting their
cause and OUR SAFETY!!!
Have a wonderful Spring and enjoy the holiday with your family. Happy Easter!

Blood Drive...by Kathy Vantine
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel will hosting a blood drive on May 14th from 9:30a7:30p. The drive will take place in St. Mary's Hall. Appointments are strongly
encouraged. Please contact Kathy Vantine at (215) 343-4733 to schedule an
appointment.
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church
You must be 16 or older to donate.
235 East State Street
Every pint saves three lives.
Doylestown, PA. 18901
MVRA SOCIAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
Date

Event

3/31/2012 Egg Hunt
6/8/ 2012

Extreme Games

Hosted by
John & Carla
Thompson
Val Haenn
& Jen Hansel

Hot dogs & treats!
8/11/2012 Game Night Out (Adults!) Hilary Harris
More information to follow – SAVE THE DATE!
9/8/2012

Evening Under the Stars

9/??/2012

Next Social Meeting

Karen Romas
& Social Committee
More information to follow – SAVE THE DATE!
* Anyone that can provide, put together or donate a
basket please let Karen know

Date to be determined.

Carol McShane
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Get Ready for Extreme Games by Valerie Haenn
Friday, June 8th
Cambridge Circle
Games begin at 6PM; Please arrive by 5:45PM
Participants need to be between the ages of 3-12
Please wear sneakers!!!!
Those that RSVP by May 15th will receive “2” BONUS
Points
Teenage Helpers Needed = Receive Community Hours
Food and Refreshments will be served

RSVP: Val & Tom Haenn 215-918-2737
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Middle-School Changes Leave Central Bucks Community Feeling Duped (continued from page 1)
line item in the budget. So it makes perfect sense that Central Bucks ran an end-around to
circumvent the “no layoffs for economic reasons” law and framed this budget move as a schedule
change, a new program that is better for our children’s education.
In the process, it eliminated the entire middle-school computer program and halved the number of
exploratory choices or “specials” a student can experience.
And, by the way, all the computer teachers are out of a job, and physical education/health, art, family
and consumer science (FCS), technical education and music teachers will end up with fewer
students, and so eventually their positions will be in jeopardy. The district wants the teachers,
parents and students of Central Bucks and the state Department of Education (PDE) to swallow this
hook, line and sinker. Unfortunately, everyone is choking.
CB parents and students are up in arms. They are angry that the administration and fairly silent and
unanimous school board threw this plan at them with so little time for examination and discussion,
at the very moment when the kids were supposed to be handing in course selections. Households
and guidance counselors were forced, without complete information, to help kids choose between
art OR music OR phys. ed/health OR FCS OR the gifted program, when they used to be able to take
them all.
Teachers, parents and students are angry with their principals, the trusted leaders of their schools,
for presenting this plan, with straight faces, as an improvement in instruction. Trust has been eroded.
Stress is high. Morale is low. The teachers union is silent, and the teachers have been silenced. The
PDE is looking into the legality of the change.
The real shame is that all of this stress and anger could have been avoided with transparency from
the district. As a united community, the CB administration, school board, staff, parents, students and
taxpayers could have faced this issue together and used the power of numbers, passion, creativity,
resources and experience to solve OUR problem together. We all want the same thing, a great
school district. We could be including our federal, state and county lawmakers in the discussion and
demanding help from them in getting out of this pickle we’re in.
Instead, we are fighting with each other. Nobody likes to get duped, which our administration and
school board should have known. But they need to know, it doesn’t have to be this way.
This plan should be tabled, before things get worse, until a thorough, transparent vetting by all
stakeholders, including the new superintendent, can be completed.

A Special Thank You...by Karen Romas
Thanks to all those that donated items for the café at the Bucks County Designer House. Please be
sure to visit the Designer House from May 6th –June 3rd at Spring Valley Farm, 3864 Spring Valley
Rd. Furlong, Pa. 18925.
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Schedule of Events

APRIL 2012

 Apr 2 - Warwick Board of

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Warwick
Board of
Supervisors

8

9

Trout
Unlimited

10

11

12
MVRA
Meeting

13

18
Warwick
Parks

19

20

25

26

Warwick
Planning
Commission

15

16

17

Warwick
Board of
Supervisors

22
Flea
Market

23

29

30

24

14

Supervisors Meeting
Time: 7pm-8pm
Where: Main Meeting Room
 Apr 7 - Trout Unlimited.
Time: 5pm
Where: Pine Crest Country Club
 Apr 9 - Warwick Planning
Commission Meeting
Time: 7:30pm-8:30pm
Where: Main Meeting Room
 Apr 12 - MVRA Meeting hosted by

21

the Rogers
Time: 8:00pm
Where: 2229 Jericho Drive
 Apr 16 - Warwick Board of

27

28

Supervisors Meeting
Time: 7pm-8pm
Where: Main Meeting Room
 Apr 18 - Warwick Parks Board
Meeting
Time: 7pm-8pm
Where: Main Meeting Room
 Apr 22 - Flea Market
Time: 9am-12pm
Where: Township Building'
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What’s Happening at the Warwick Township Fire Station?
The Warwick Township Volunteer Fire Company No. 1 is pleased to announce that construction
has begun on a new state of the art firehouse. The modern, cost-effective facility will meet the
growing needs of our community now and in the future. The new firehouse will meet the standard
codes of the National Fire Protection Association for fire stations. It will also be designated as an
emergency community shelter, in the case of a natural disaster.
The fire company was formed over 54 years ago and the old firehouse was built in 1963 when the
company had only two trucks and a township population of 1,800 residents. Warwick Township’s
population has exploded to over 14,000 residents. Our township’s 11 square miles contains a mix of
high density and single-family homes, shopping centers, industrial parks and farms. This requires a
wide array of emergency fire vehicles to service these varied populations. The Warwick Township
Volunteer Fire Company No. 1 houses four-tractor trailer size fire trucks.
The total cost of the new firehouse is estimated to be $3 Million dollars. The fire company has
already acquired over $1 Million dollars saved and designated through the fire tax. The remaining $2
Million dollars will be raised through a Capital Campaign to make this building a reality. You will
soon be receiving a campaign brochure and pledge card. The campaign participation opportunities
are based on a five-year pledge period. If you want to reserve a space for your family or to
remember a loved one, now is the time to think about it. For instance, a donation of $1,000 is only
about $17 per month over that 5-year period. Of course, your giving is a personal matter and
whatever you see fit will be greatly appreciated.
Volunteers are also needed to help with the capital campaign project. Please contact Capital
Campaign Committee Member Heidi Chen (215-491-8689) if you would like to help with the
campaign.
Did you know … - The Warwick Twp. Volunteer Fire
Company No. 1 

100% volunteer organization



75 volunteer members



responded to over 325 alarms in 2011



volunteered over 4,658 hours of their time to
serve the community



help with traffic control, attend community events,
and conduct fire prevention school visits



is recruiting new volunteers – men and women –
and junior volunteers
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MVRA Knock Rummy Night Out by Carol McShane
Thank you to Doug and Christina Davidson for hosting our cards
night out for MVRA. Everyone that attended had a great night playing
“Knock Rummy” and a few cocktails! The BIG WINNER was Val
Haenn! She pretty much succeeded winning without one hand
lost! Thank you to everyone that attended and made such delicious
foods! We look forward to more fun Mountain View events!

MVRA Sunshine Committee by Dot Barbera
The Sunshine Committee sends cards (get well, sympathy,
etc) to our neighbors in need. If you are aware of a
situation in the neighborhood please contact Dot Barbera
(dbarbera925@comcast.net) and let her know what is
going. We live in a wonderful community where everyone
is more than happy to pitch in to mow a lawn, mend a
fence, or make a meal, but we need you to make us aware
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Fall is for Planting...but SPRING is for Viewing (by Michael Riotto)
Peonies, that heady, showy, sentimental favorite should be planted in the fall for beautiful blooms in
the spring. Specifically, Chinese tree peonies, available in a wide variety of
colors, white, pink, lavender, red, purplish red, purple, maroon, green, yellow
and more need a fall planting. You can purchase potted plants that you can
plant in spring.
Chinese tree peonies are easy to care for, many people think they are
difficult, not true!. They grow in full sun or part shade (helps the blooms last
longer). They require soil that is well drained, so in
Mountain View, which is all clay or shale, it is recommend that you build a
planting bed that is about 8 to 12” high, full of humus and sand. Tree
peonies required very little water. They can tolerate cold climates, such as
ours, and after planting, require very little care. NO Pruning, no fuss, the
only things to do is to dead head the blooms so the
following year you have more, and feed them some all purpose plant food.
Fall is the best time to plant Chinese tree peonies (however you can do them in
spring, but it is not recommended). Bare root or potted are available. They
should be planted from September till early November before the soil freezes.
To plant, simply dig a hole that is a few inches deeper then the potted or bagged
plant you have, place the peony in the hole and cover with potting soil until your cover 2 inches
above the crown where the roots meet the trunk. It is very important not to plant them too deep,
you will get a more compact bush the deeper you plant. Water thoroughly and you’re done. You
may mulch if you like, but not required. They like composted yard waste or manure for fertilizer.
Next spring you’ll be surprised with absolutely gorgeous blooms several inches in diameter, which
you will have for years to come, in fact most tree peonies will last over centuries with little care.
A 2 to 3 year old plant will bloom the first year, with just a few blooms, after several years your
plant may have upwards of 60 or more blooms.
There are many tree peony farms in the USA , just perform a tree peony
search. Be sure to visit your neighbors in MV, there are several yards with
over ½ dz plants on display. Blooming will be early this year due to the nice
weather, probably first week in May.
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Bucks County Trout Unlimited by Doug McCabe
The Twentieth Annual
Conservation/Fundraiser
Banquet!
The Bucks County Chapter of Trout
Unlimited is pleased to invite you to a
very special event. Join us April 7,
2012, at “Pine Crest Country Club”
for an evening of camaraderie as this
event brings together all of us who
enjoy the outdoors, whether your an avid
fisherman, hunter, or simply care for our
environments well being, we have something for
everyone. There will be numerous raffles, door
prizes, silent auctions and a live auction. We
have expanded our prize list extensively this

HELP
WANTED
MOUNTAIN

year. Doors open at 5:00 PM and happy hour
begins at 5:30 PM, followed by a full course
served dinner. Of course we have
complimentary draft beer and wine, with a cash
bar for mixed drinks.
New Location Pine Crest Country Club
101 Country Club Drive
Lansdale PA.
(off Rt 202, just South of County Line RD)
If you would like a ticket order form or just
want to find out more, contact Doug McCabe.

Two helpers to organize raffle games and assist in the drawing of prize
numbers and the distribute prizes. Must be 14 years of age or older. Must
have transportation to and from PineCrestt. Dress = Casual but neat (no
jeans please). Dinner will be provided. The Chapter will provide a signed
letter indicating the participant satisfied 5 hours of community service.
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Big Tent Out - www.mvranews.com In by Josh Curtis
It seems the experiment with BigTent has not
been as successful as anticipated. While the idea
was sound, the practical implantation fell far short.
So, I have decided to close out BigTent and begin
the next experiment…

www.mvranews.com
I have setup a new web site for the neighborhood.
The web site will contain upcoming events, recent
news, and much much more. And unlike BigTent
and Facebook, you can access the web site freely
without signing up for anything.
At this point, only the basic web site is online and
construction will continue. I am looking for some
young volunteers to help with the design and
maintenance of the web site. If you have an
interest in helping with the web site please contact
me via me@joshuacurtis.com.
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Mountain View Residents Associa on

Mountain Views
2424 Jericho Drive
Jamison, PA 18929
me@joshuacur s.com

